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News Release

The University gfDayton

Jan. 14, 1991
Contact: Dick Kubik
RUMORS AMONG TROOPS NOT
ALWAYS BAD, SAYS UD SCHOLAR

DAYTON, Ohio -- Rumors that spread among members of
organized groups, such as American troops in the Middle East, are
not necessarily a bad thing, says a University of Dayton scholar.
In fact, adds Dan E. Miller, associate professor of
sociology, rumor transmission can often have a beneficial effect.
"In a place like the Middle East, our troops draw closer
together when they talk.

This is a positive aspect of rumor

transmission," says Miller, who has published papers on the
spread of rumors.
"They tell each other all kinds of stories--about
themselves, their fears, about what to expect, about their
superiors.

Only a small part of this talk is what one might call

rumor."
The spread of rumors is a routine, although sometimes
subtle, form of communication, says Miller.

"In a place like the

Middle East, it's simply a method whereby our troops attempt to
get information. This is a very common occurrence 1n situations
where information is controlled."
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Rumor transmission has been described as improvised news,
according to Miller.

He says Tomatsu Shibutani, a Japanese-

American "interned out West during World War II, coined the
phrase 1n a book he wrote about his experiences in the internment
camp.

With no access to outside news, rumor transmission was the

only method they had of learning what was happening outside the
camp."
Places such as Washington, D.C., or Columbus, Ohio, or any
governmental centers, usually are hotbeds of rumor transmission,
according to Miller.
says.

"And the rumors often are accurate," he

"The idea that rumors are inaccurate or distorted is

overgeneralized.
"In any organization where there is some attempt to control
information, rumor transmission will be common," adds Miller.
"Some individuals or groups will spread misinformation or even
disinformation.

That can be bad.

But basically we should regard

rumor transmission as another form of communication, and one
which is not necessarily bad."
-30For media interviews, contact Dan Miller, associate professor of
sociology, at (513) 229-2430.

